
Community Resource Fairs
Bringing services to our patrons at the library through community partnerships 



City of Paducah Demographics: White 72.8% Black or African American alone 21.2% American 
Indian and Alaska Native alone 0.8% Asian alone 1.2% Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 
alone 0.1% Two or More Races 3.0% Hispanic or Latino 2.9% White alone, not Hispanic or Latino 
71.4%
McCracken County Demographics:White alone 84.9% Black or African American 11.1% American 
Indian and Alaska Native 0.4% Asian alone 1.0% Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 0.1% 
Two or More Races 2.5% Hispanic or Latino 2.9% White alone, not Hispanic or Latino 82.5

About Paducah & 
McCracken County: Located 
in far Western Kentucky. 
County Population 67,000 
and City Population 28,000 
as of 2020 census. 



McCracken County Public Library Mission and Values:

The McCracken County Public Library empowers everyone to discover, grow, learn 
and play through our programs, services and resources. We enrich our community by 
providing innovative programs, a diverse materials collection, access to technology 
and exceptional customer service.
 
Core values:
We are welcoming to all.
We are helpful and professional.
We are innovative.
We are responsible stewards of public resources.
We treat our patrons and each other with respect, dignity and kindness.
More info at www.mclib.net/policies

Mission and values adopted in 2017. 

http://www.mclib.net/policies


https://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/Housing-Profiles/Congressional-District-Housing-Profile-KY.pdf 

https://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/Housing-Profiles/Congressional-District-Housing-Profile-KY.pdf


McCracken Counbty is one of 33 Counties in Kentucky’s 1st 
Congressional District. 

In the 1st Congressional District, there is a deficit of available and affordable homes for rent, 

especially for people with the lowest incomes.

In McCracken County, the hourly wage required to afford the average Fair Market Rent (FMR) 2 BR 

home is $15.48, while the average renter wage is $13.54. 

More info available here: 

https://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/Housing-Profiles/Congressional-District-Housing-Profile-KY.pdf 

https://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/Housing-Profiles/Congressional-District-Housing-Profile-KY.pdf


We began this program in June, inviting partner agencies to the library once a month. The 
Program has grown, with 16-20 organizations participating each month. (I had to buy more 
tables!) The local chapter of the United Way has been instrumental in connecting us with 
other local organizations and contacts, and helping to get the word out. 









Community Partners that have participated include:
Paducah Cooperative Ministry
Four Rivers Behavioral Health
Anthem, Kentucky Medicaid Operations
Purchase District Health Department
Turning Point Recovery Services
KentuckyCare Health Clinic
Paducah/McCracken County Senior Center
Kentucky Career Center
Merryman House Domestic Violence Shelter
Housing Authority of Paducah
Kentucky Legal Aid
Kentucky Department of Veterans Affairs
Lotus Sexual Assault Center
Wise Staffing
TempsPlus
The Zone Teen & Young Adult Drop-In Center
Western Kentucky Community & Technical College
LivWell Community Health 
JobCorps
Family Services Society

Mental health services, crisis 
centers for domestic violence and 
sexual assault, job placement, 
and healthcare services are all 
well represented. 

We have had 16-20 groups join 
us each month. 



Getting the word out to people who need these services is my main focus right now. We 
moved to Tuesdays to avoid holidays, which were making it hard for community partners to 
attend on some dates. We also began offering food at these events. We have had Pizza 
donated by Little Caesars, and pans of pasta donated by Olive Garden. I reach out to a 
different local restaurant each month. Sometimes we just get a bit of a discount. 



Warming Center Collaborations

Community Warming Center open for the the 
season.  Washington Street Baptist Church Warming 
Center opens 5:30 pm- 8:30 am when forecasted low 
is below 40 degrees. 

McCracken County Public Library provides a safe 
and warm haven by day.
 
Salvation Army Paducah will also have a by-day, 
drop-in warming shelter during operating hours at its 
Irvin Cobb Drive location on the southside.  Salvation 
Army will also pick up warming center guests in the 
morning, if they would like to spend time at its day 
drop-in shelter after the overnight stay.



Emergency Resources Brochure

Access to food and emergency 
shelter is included in this 
handout I have maintained. 
Some of our community partners 
are understaffed and can not 
send someone to these resource 
fairs each month. 

Community Kitchen, for example 
serves 2 meals a day, and 
Family Service Society has a 
food pantry, but neither 
organization can attend 
regularly. I have this brochure at 
the library table during the 
resource fairs, and we hand 
these out a lot at our public 
service desks daily. 



Family Scholar House kiosk CFSBank contacted us about 
hosting a Family Scholar House 
Resources Kiosk this winter, and 
we have this resource in our 
lobby now. You can view the 
resources listed by going to 
www.myky.info 
It is location specific, so it will 
probably not automatically work 
outside of Kentucky, but you can 
put in Paducah, KY for location on 
this site to see what we see. 

Our community partners that 
have been participation in the 
resource fails were very excited 
to get added to this database of 
services in our area.

Family Scholar House Kiosk Unveiling March 21, 2023

http://www.myky.info


Contact Me!

I’d love to chat about library programs and services.
Lea Wentworth
Adult Services Manager
McCracken County Public library
lwentworth@mclib.net
270-442-2510 x120
www.mclib.net

http://www.mclib.net/

