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Library partnerships 
INCREASE our capacity 
to support literacy and 
lifelong learning by 
a) building our audience, 
b) building engagement, 
c) building community 
goodwill and funding



Welcome	Day-Spring	2020

LetsMoveInLibraries.org



Librarians = Trusted Models
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“[When] the book bike comes, 
people are reminded that we have a 
bike trail system that allows the 
library to come see us using their 
bike. 
Having a librarian ride their book 
bikes: They're wearing their bicycling 
gear - really helps remind the public 
that everybody can be healthy” 
Head of Main Street Organization
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Actionable steps

Five Ways Parks & Recreation and Public Libraries 
can (and should!) Collaborate

1. Cross-Promotion of Programming
2. StoryWalk and storytime in the park
3. Summer meals and food literacy
4. Taster classes at the library
5. Circulating rec equipment and rec center passes
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Americans love (and fund) 
libraries for three reasons:
1. Transformative potential 

of reading
2. Useful nature of 

information
3. Community building 

capacity of public space
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American Library Association. (2018). From awareness to funding: Voter 
perceptions and support of public libraries in 2018. https://bit.ly/2RKJSU4

https://bit.ly/2RKJSU4
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Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. (2017). 
Achieving Health Equity: Fun and Fitness in a 
library parking lot. 
https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/features/achieving-health-equity.html

Embracing the 
SHARED USE of 
the library

Shared use

https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/features/achieving-health-equity.html
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Re-imaging our 
libraries as places 
made by our 
communities!!

Shared use
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Shared use
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1. Cross-Promotion

These socially distant and virtual programs brought to you 
by Creative Greensboro, Public Libraries, the Greensboro 
History Museum, and Parks and Recreation.

https://www.greensboro-nc.gov/departments/creative-greensboro
https://www.greensboro-nc.gov/departments/libraries
https://greensborohistory.org/
https://www.greensboro-nc.gov/departments/parks-recreation
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1. Cross-Promotion
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2. StoryWalk
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2. StoryWalk



For adults too…
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3. Summer meals & food literacy



3. Summer meals & food literacy
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4. Taster classes at the library
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5. Circulating equipment and passes
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• The research will answer: "How, 
why, and with what impacts do 
public libraries collaborate with 
others to co-develop programming 
around healthy eating and active 
living?”

• This project was made possible in 
part by the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services, 
RE-246336-OLS-20

HEAL (Healthy Eating and Active Living) at the 
Library via Co-Developed Programming 



Findings

LetsMoveInLibraries.org

Partner evolution in thinking about public libraries
• Stage 1: Library => Book Repository
• Stage 2: Library => Resource 

(Always there, people turn to it, stable, trusted)
• Stage 3: Library => Space to use

(for food distribution, programs, coalitions meetings, etc.)
• Stage 4: Library => Partner 

(We work together to figure out what to do)



What’s the problem?
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• Too many of us are here –
“Stage 1: Library => Book Repository”

• Not enough of us are here –
“Stage 4: Library => Partner” 

• When’s the last time you’ve talked with 
your local library about your shared 
priorities and interests? 
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Final thoughts
Beanstalk Ballet program 
at St. Louis County Public 

Library, May 1, 2014

Team up: 
Collective Impact!!

Start small

Dream big

Increase access 
FOR ALL!



Learn more
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Thank you!

Noah Lenstra
Assistant Professor of Library and 

Information Science at University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro

lenstra@uncg.edu
@NoahLenstra

@LetsMoveLibrary

http://letsmovelibraries.org/


