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Ripped from the headlines

Photo taken at Hartford Public 
Library's Albany branch. 
The heart is in memory of loved-one 
Cyril Rookwood.
(Brad Horrigan/The Hartford Courant)
https://bit.ly/35uO8OS

‘We aren’t abandoned’: Hartford’s 
Community Hope Garden 
initiative helps residents 
memorialize those lost to COVID-
19

https://bit.ly/35uO8OS
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Two questions to answer in the chat:

1. Who are you? 
2. Why are you here at this session?
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Outline

1. Quick overview of ‘Why Libraries?’
2. The view from Blount County TN
3. The view from America Walks
4. Moderated discussion of ‘What next?’
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America’s 17,000+ public libraries employ nearly 145,000 individuals. 
ALL OF THEM ARE POTENTIAL PARTNERS



Research
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Semi-Structured interviews with individuals from organizations that have worked with public 
librarians on community-based Healthy Eating and Active Living initiatives 

# Interviews
Library front-lines 44
Library leadership 25
Total 69Grant # RE-246336-OLS-20
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Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. (2017). 
“Achieving Health Equity: Fun and Fitness 
in a library parking lot.” 
https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/features/achieving-health-equity.html

Embracing the 
SHARED USE of 
the library

Trends: Shared use

https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/features/achieving-health-equity.html


LetsMoveInLibraries.org

Pandemic: Looking outside



Trends: Trusted Models
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“[When] the book bike comes, 
people are reminded that we have a 
bike trail system that allows the 
library to come see us using their 
bike. 
Having a librarian ride their book 
bikes: They're wearing their bicycling 
gear - really helps remind the public 
that everybody can be healthy” 
Head of Main Street Organization





Findings
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Partner Evolution in thinking about public libraries
• Stage 1: Library => Book Repository
• Stage 2: Library => Trusted Resources 

Stage 3: Library => Space to used
• Stage 4: Librarian => Trusted Partner

(We work together to figure out what to do in our community)

How can you get to Stage 4 faster????



Learn more!



Join us!

• Rural Active Living Work 
Group focusing on “public 
libraries as physical activity 
promotion partners”

• Monthly meetings – all 
welcome to join –
lenstra@uncg.edu

https://papren.org/papren-work-
groups/rural-active-living-work-group/

mailto:Lenstra@uncg.edu
https://papren.org/papren-work-groups/rural-active-living-work-group/
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Thank you!

Noah Lenstra
Assistant Professor of Library and 

Information Science at University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro

lenstra@uncg.edu
@NoahLenstra

@LetsMoveLibrary

http://letsmovelibraries.org/
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1. Are public library partnerships 
already happening in your community?
2. If yes, what do they look like?
3. If no, why not? [We’ll discuss at end!]


