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What happens when librarians venture outside? 
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Three pillars of Summer Learning:
1) Reading Enjoyment
2) STEM Learning
3) Active experiences in nature
Read more at: sfpl.org/summerstride/
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Who am I?
• One-woman reference 

department at Person 
County Public Library

• Accidental co-owner of a 
small farm 2015–2017

• Not a real farmer

• Seriously cannot 
overstate my lack of 
farming and gardening 
credentials

• Yes, I did name my small 
business after a 
medieval Arthurian 
romance 

Person County
• Predominantly rural county

• Population 39,000

• County seat 30 miles north of Durham

• One-branch library with 7 FT staff



Why a library garden?
• Interest from library staff and a local farmer

• Underutilized back yard

• Community outreach opportunity

Project Goals
• Community learns about gardening

• Community partners share knowledge

• Small amount of donated produce





Why a seed library?
• Interest from board of Person County 

Museum of History

• Natural extension of library garden

Project Goals
• Encourage gardening in the community

• Share and preserve heirloom / local varieties

• Teach seed saving techniques







Impacts
• Outreach / PR

• Facilitating community connections

• Gardening / environmental / nutritional literacy

• Preserving and strengthening community heritage



Advice
• Don’t go it alone

• Be prepared to get dirty

• Leverage first-year enthusiasm

• Be adaptable and embrace failure

• Think holistically



Resources
NC Cooperative Extension Publications
content.ces.ncsu.edu

Seed Libraries
seedlibraries.net

Seed Savers Exchange: Gardening and Seed Saving Resources
www.seedsavers.org/learn

Southern Exposure
southernexposure.com

Webjunction: Growing Library Garden Programs
www.webjunction.org/news/webjunction/growing-library-garden-
programs.html





ecoEXPLORE: 
Coming soon 
to a library 
near you?

https://prezi.com/view/lfD62BX8
w5CT2f7hzhGB/
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Closing remarks and interactive discussion

• There is no one best program model. 
• The best initiatives are developed in partnership with other groups in your 

community/region and tailored to your library’s unique features (e.g. greenspaces)
• Get kids, families, and older adults LEARNING outdoors 
• Tick off multiple outcomes: Community Science, 

Lifelong Learning, Environmental Awareness, 
Physical Activity, Outdoor Recreation, Health and Wellness, Digital detox/Mindfulness, 
[Insert Your Idea Here] 

• What are you doing at your library? What do you want to do? 
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